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Editorial from the BCA President

as i was driving through the early morning 

fog between armidale and tamworth a 

few weeks ago i was reminded of the 

contrast between fog and sunlight. 

The contrast was unmistakable and 

reminded me of the wonderful change the 

Lord Jesus had brought to my life when 

I became a Christian in 1964. As I prayed 

for the church services around the Diocese 

I found myself recalling the prayer “pour 

upon them the continual dew of your 

blessing”.

There is much change in Australia – in 

our cities and our bush. Cities are growing 

larger and many rural towns becoming 

smaller bringing problems and challenges.

As I’ve lived and ministered to people 

over the years I’ve noticed that it is not the 

changes that come across our path that 

are critical, though many are unchosen, 

sad and painful, but our response to these 

circumstances that makes all the difference.

BCA with its focus on Christ, who is 

unchanging, is well positioned in Australia 

to make a real difference to the changes 

many are facing.

To see people continuing to trust God 

in the midst of these mostly unchosen 

changes has been a privilege for Christine 

and me as we have visited our rural 

parishes.

Prayer that “God might continually 

assist the missioners and their fellow 

Christians” is at the heart of our partnership 

as members of BCA. It is a recognition that 

we believe that Jesus, being “the same 

yesterday, today and forever” (Hebrews 

13:8) is still the one who alone can offer 

solace, meaning and strength to those 

facing change in rural Australia.

Without minimising the pain of the 

many changes caused by drought and 

the like, my conviction (confirmed by 

observation) is that God uses these 

unsettling events as ways of drawing 

people to Himself. By praying for, and 

supporting, Christians in rural Australia we 

are making a unique and real difference.

Yours faithfully in Christ,

PETER BRaIN
Bishop of Armidale
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A Growing Age Gap?
“Will our children have faith?” or “Will 

our faith have children?”(1)

This is the shift in focus Gary Bouma 

suggests is coming into play in 

congregations across Australia.

There is an age gap opening up between the 

church and community. The gap is at both 

ends of the age spectrum. The church has 

a much higher percentage of people over 

60 and a much lower percentage of those 

under 40. (see opposite page)

BCA focuses its ministry and mission on 

the 15% who live outside the urban and 

inner regional areas yet we are not much 

different from the national picture recently 

cast by the Christian Research Association 

in its March Bulletin. The gaps identified are 

concerning for us, as is the children/faith 

shift matter.

With the balance leaning toward the more 

senior cohort in our churches and on our 

decision making councils and committees 

there is always the possibility that our 

missional activity could be eschewed. In 

times past the missional activity of BCA did 

just that, recruited clergy and focused the 

larger part of its missional activity in the 

support of ministry to this group.

The Society realizes that this group is 

significant and must be ministered to and 

reached with the gospel, after all there is 

most likely less time to do that than with 

those in generation X or Y.

BCA regularly reviews the shape of its 

ministry portfolio and has a small dedicated 

panel of people to review not only new and 

existing ministries but also the ministry mix 

to ensure that it 

is balanced and 

has the capacity 

to take up the 

presenting 

opportunities.

Supporters have 

noted the wider 

generational spread of those engaged in 

ministry and the focus of their ministries 

and encouraged us to press on meeting 

missional opportunities across the age 

spectrum.

We will continue to make placements 

which make the most of years of skills and 

experience acquired after a life time of 

ministry. Bill and Jackie France just finishing 

in the Murchison, Bill and Jocelyn Ross 

preparing to hand over to the Knights in 

Hedland and Bob and Sue Witten, who are 

to take on another term with us in Winton 

in central western Queensland. These senior, 

well equipped folk bring a confidence and 

quality to the missional endeavour. At the 

other end of the scope we have Stuart 

and Kathy Haynes who are off to a flying 

start in developing a family ministry in 

Blackwater with some very encouraging 

results from the initial contacts. The 

Chapmans, Bruce and Jodie take on a new 

developmental youth work position in the 

Diocese of the Northern Territory in the 

coming months. They will be based at St 

Peter’s Nightcliff, an early BCA planted 

church in Darwin.

A quick scan of the BCA Prayer Notes gives 

a full synopsis of the ministry portfolio 
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spread of the ministries supported. (These 

notes are free on request)

Returning to the Children and Faith matter, 

which often tears at the heart of parents 

young and old, BCA has recently been 

alarmed by the shrinkage of the Religious 

Education footprint across rural regions. 

Many clergy and lay RE teachers are being 

prevented from taking up the opportunities 

in schools, ranging from small rural through 

to larger regional ones, as a direct impact 

of a climate of change 

being experienced in the 

rural sectors. Parishes 

just do not have enough 

funds to cover the costs of 

doing RE. Some Lay people 

are older and too frail 

while others find it much 

harder to fund the travel 

costs to get out to small 

schools with the harder 

times, rising fuel costs 

and lower returns in the 

agribusiness sector. BCA’s 

recent RE support program has been seen 

as a life saver by the 54 parishes now in the 

program; where the Society covers the cost 

of doing the RE ministry from its Outback 

Education Fund.

This injection of funding has not only 

made it possible to keep the normal parish 

ministries and children’s outreach in place  

but provides a ‘godly presence’ in the lives 

of young people whose families are still 

doing it tough on the land. 

In late breaking news Arthur Tanner 

based with our support in Leigh Creek has 

pioneered a chaplaincy role with the School 

of the Air in his region and Mark Doyle has 

just been appointed as school chaplain to 

the high school at Gulargambone. Mark is a 

Co-worker with BCA and was encouraged to 

consider the position through the excellent 

work established by Rich and Julie Lanham 

down the road at Gilgandra.

BCA is very much aware of the trends 

being experienced across the Australian 

church scene and doing what it can to 

provide quality ministry to all age groups 

and is seeking to address the children and 

faith questions so that rural and regional 

churches will have a continued and vital 

future. 

BRIaN RoBERTs 
National Director 
(1)Bouma G 2006 cited in Christian Research Association 

Bulletin March 2008 Vol 18 No 1 p14 
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Training for Ministry in the Bush
as the rural and outback parts of our 

nation go through continuing changes so 

bca must be constantly looking for new 

ways to meet the challenges of ministry. 

The constant change is making it harder 

for those who live in the bush which also 

means that any who have been considering 

ministry have been reluctant to set aside 

time to attend college for training. Ridley 

College has been working on an internet 

ministry training program which BCA have 

been only too happy to support as it will 

give people in the bush an opportunity to 

study and test God’s call for them to enter 

ministry.

eridley: a story of gratitude

What a debt Ridley owes to the Bush 

Church Aid Society! The age-old faithfulness 

of God, working through BCA and its 

supporters, is proving itself in a brand new 

venture. Collaboration between BCA and 

Ridley is a good thing in itself, and has also 

allowed each of us to do more together 

than we could on our own.

What?

For the past two or three years, Ridley 

has been trying to determine how best 

to extend theological education to those 

around Australia who cannot attend our 

Melbourne campus, especially those in 

regional, rural and other remote areas. 

We found ourselves greatly encouraged 

to consider it afresh by organisations—like 

BCA—who were already committed to 

nourishing the church in regional areas.

We found not only that a need existed, 

but that the state of technology was now 

mature enough to facilitate quality distance 

education across the nation. No longer do 

distance students have to settle for printed 

notes and their own self-discipline. The 

availability of reliable internet connections, 

coupled with quality software, now ensures 

that students can learn in a vibrant, 

interactive environment, populated with 

other students and teachers.

how?

Thus the 2007 academic year began 

with a number of core units being taught 

in ‘cyberspace’ as well as in the traditional 

classroom. Seasoned teachers completely 

revised survey introductions to Old and 

New Testaments, to render them suitable 

for online consumption. The development 

of these units was generously sponsored 

by BCA.

Some of the customary demands of 

distance education remain. Students must 

still pace themselves in the reading of study 

guides and theological texts. Yet the eRidley 

distance website fills a number of gaps:

• materials are delivered at a measured 

pace, encouraging students to keep in step

• additional resources and comments can 

be added at any time, keeping the content 

fresh and contemporary  

• discussion forums offer students a way 

to communicate with each other and with 

their teachers, usually earning not only a 

quick reply but also a sense of a shared 

learning community

• further facilities, such as the extensive 

catalogues of Ridley’s library and bookshop, 

are an integrated offering; an increasing 
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number of sermons and other extra-

curricular resources are also being offered

• most assessment can be submitted and 

returned electronically, avoiding the delays 

and uncertainties of postal correspondence.

Some of the website is open to the 

public, and BCA supporters are most 

welcome to visit it to get a taste for what it 

offers: www.distance.ridley.edu.au.

Who?

To everyone’s delight, the venture 

has worked perfectly. Having originally 

pondered 24 enrolments for the academic 

year, we trusted that God might bring 

36 or even 48. And indeed God proved 

faithful, bringing 45. And the project 

continues to scratch where people are 

itching, with the first semester of the 2008 

academic year already seeing a similar 45 

enrolments—from every state and territory 

in the country. Will some of our online units 

attract larger class sizes than our campus 

units?!

But the numbers, encouraging 

though they are, pale when we consider 

the diversity of students and churches 

being served. Students in rural Australia 

are now being trained in biblical 

interpretation without having to abandon 

the communities in which they live and 

minister. Those who would consider further 

study are able to ‘test the waters’ before 

committing themselves and their families 

to an urban sojourn (as well as reducing 

the time required). And BCA’s concern 

for regional students is also bringing 

benefit to a variety of others who were 

previously unable to study. Already we 

find ourselves serving young parents, shift 

workers, missionaries in transit, jet-setting 

professionals, and military personnel with 

roaming postings.

Comments from our students confirm 

that the program is achieving what we 

would hope it might achieve:

• ‘eRidley enables me to interact with 

wonderful Christian minds and learn from 

world-class scholars whilst juggling a new 

wife, a full-time job, and a thriving youth 

ministry—all from 2,000km away!’  

(Peter, Brisbane, Qld)
• ‘I have never been involved much with 

OT as I thought Jesus had given us a new 

covenant and that was what I concentrated 

on! However, I am finding the readings and 

the geography fascinating. So hopefully 

I will be able to pass on my newfound 

Ridley Chapel Cumnock

Continued over
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applications are being invited for the 2009 

april bottom scholarship. 

The April Bottom Fund is administered 

by BCA and assists one child each year from 

the Anglican Parish of the West Darling to 

undertake secondary or tertiary education 

outside the parish.

April was a unique person - full of fun, 

life and vision with a Christian commitment. 

She was born in Broken Hill. Allison House 

(which was to become a Hostel for children 

from surrounding areas who would come 

to Broken Hill for education) was her family 

home. April served on the Allison House 

Managing Committee until the time of her 

death.

She was a regular member of Holy 

Trinity Anglican Church, Menindee, NSW, 

which is now incorporated into the 

Anglican Parish of West Darling. April had 

a deep respect for the work of The Bush 

Church Aid Society and particularly its 

commitment to provide Anglican Ministry 

to people in remote parts of Australia.

April and her husband David, ran 

Wirryilka Station for many years and 

experienced first-hand the difficulties of 

having their children educated.

April died in 2003 after a long and 

courageous battle with cancer. Before her 

death, she expressed a desire to set up 

a fund to assist families from the West 

Darling Parish region with the education 

of their children, especially where they 

needed to leave the region to achieve their 

April Bottom 
Scholarship

knowledge in an interesting way to others 

who thought the same as me.’  

(Coral, Mildura, Vic)
• ‘I’ve really appreciated being able to 

start some theological studies before I 

can move to a big capital city. The content 

and learning environment in eRidley is 

excellent, and the best thing is that the 

units I complete online will one day count 

towards any studies I do on campus.’  

(Will, Wee Waa, NSW)
then?

Ridley has recently been rebadged 

as Ridley Melbourne, accompanied by a 

fresh vision for serving and shaping the 

Australian church. Our distance education 

program is now an integral component. 

See our new website at:  

www.ridleymelbourne.edu.au.

New units are being developed 

and offered each year. In 2008 we are 

adding the opportunity to study biblical 

interpretation and mission. 2009 will see 

the introduction of some more focused 

theology and even the study of Greek!

There are few words to express how 

thrilling is the new eRidley venture. Once 

again we would take this opportunity to 

thank God for making it fruitful, and to 

thank the leaders and members of BCA for 

their vision, encouragement and support. 

Praise God!

aNdREW MaloNE
Co-ordinator of Online Learning

Ridley Melbourne

From previous page
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Past Winners

educational potential.

The 2008 recipient, Ellie Kemp was 

accepted into Medical Science at Flinders 

University in Adelaide.. 

Applications for the 2009 April Bottom 

Scholarship close on 15th August 2008. The 

Award recipient will be advised in October 

and announced in the Real Australian 

Summer edition. 

Applications can be downloaded from 

our website www.bushchurchaid.com.

au or by contacting Robyn Williams – 

Administration Manager (02) 9262 5017 or 

email:  

robyn@bushchurchaid.com.au

Brett Bonsellar from 

Windalle Station via 

Menindee was the 

inaugural winner 

of the April Bottom 

Scholarship for 

2005. He completed 

Year 12 in 2007 and 

has now gone on 

to do a Bachelor 

of Agriculture at 

the University of 

Adelaide. 

Mitchell Foord 

(2006) from White 

Cliffs is at boarding 

school in Bathurst 

and now in Year 

11. In addition to 

studying hard to 

achieve his excellent 

grades, Mitchell 

continues with his 

sport. He is also a 

Dormitory Prefect 

and tutor to some of 

the younger students 

and slower learners.

Winner of the 2007 

Scholarship, Sienna 
McInnes, completed 

her Certificate 3 in 

Tourism Retail Sales 

and has started a 

new job with Skystar 

for Jetstar’s check-in 

at Darwin Airport. 

Sienna comments 

“The Scholarship has 

really helped me with 

my career! Thank you 

so much”.

Last year’s winner, 

Ellie Kemp was 

offered a place in 

Medical Science at 

Flinders University 

in Adelaide. She was 

thankful that the 

Scholarship was able 

to go towards her 

boarding facilities 

there.

Robyn Williams
Sticky Note
one extra full stop
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for all of us committed to supporting bca 

the bca map is a familiar sight, almost 

like an old friend. over the years some of 

the dots have changed and moved but the 

map goes on. 

With this issue of the Real Australian 

the Society sees the creation of a new map 

that represents so much more. Over recent 

months the Society has started assisting 

many parishes across Australia where clergy 

and volunteers visit local state schools 

to teach Religious Education. Many are 

involved in sharing the Christian Faith, its 

stories and values to a younger generation. 

Some volunteers in remote areas travel 

significant distances at their own cost and 

some of them are the wives of farmers 

already struggling to make a living on the 

land so their sacrifice is significant.

Already we are hearing of the 

opportunities and fruit that arise from 

this ministry. Paul Spackman in Geraldton 

had the opportunity to show students just 

how awful the crucifixion was and how 

much Jesus endured and suffered for us. In 

Griffith the Cathedral ran a special Easter 

Service for 350 kids from the local schools 

teaching them about the events of the first 

Easter and their significance. In Stawell 

some of the students were involved in a 

Palm Sunday re-enactment and for Trevor 

Bell at Kyabram, CRE is the favourite part 

of the week for many in his Grade 3/4 

Passing on the Baton

Continued page 12

Re-enactment of the Last Supper - Lockart RE

Dean Rob & Julie MacWilliams Lorraine & Fiona - Gulgong
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classes. Nola Cox in Lockhart was part of 

an ecumenical Easter service held in the 

school during Holy Week at which students 

were involved in a re-enactment of the 

Last Supper and foot washing ceremony 

In communities like Tambar Springs this is 

an opportune time to speak to and teach 

children about the Christian Faith before 

they move on to other places as they grow 

up and their educational needs change. In 

many of the places clergy and volunteers 

have been blessed with ample opportunity 

provided by willing Principals and staff.

There will now be a page of the prayer 

notes dedicated to praying for those who 

are involved with Religious Education who 

are being supported by BCA. In praying 

for these people and this ministry, we are 

praying for and investing in the future of 

the church and its witness in rural Australia 

and beyond. The Society is looking forward 

to hearing more stories of hope and of 

growth from these parishes and to receiving 

ongoing support from folk across Australia 

so that this ministry can continue in the 

years ahead.

MIchaEl sTuaRT
Development Officer

Religious Education 
at Crookwell
“my name is 

shanan brown. 

i am the youth 

worker at st 

bartholomew’s 

anglican church 

in crookwell. i 

started work in 

february this year.

 So far, I have 

taken over the 

running of the 

youth group 

and our evening service, as well as being 

allowed into the high schools at lunch 

time and developing relationships with 

the families in the town. I am also looking 

forward to the opportunity to teach 

Scripture at the high school. 

My vision for this role and for the youth 

is to “Love Jesus, Learn Jesus and Live Jesus”. 

I am looking forward to seeing what God is 

going to do in this town. The time I’ve spent 

in Crookwell has allowed me to see some of 

the needs of a small rural town and of the 

teenagers who are part of the community. 

It is going to be an exciting and hard time 

over the next few years but I am dedicated 

to be used by God for His purpose and 

glory. 

Thank you for all your support and I 

hope you can continue to pray for me and 

for all of Crookwell as we wait to see what 

God has planned for this ministry.”

shaNaN

Mooroopna RE



The date - Saturday April 19th 
The place - Bishops Court Adelaide
The day was warm and fine, the garden neat but dry
The smell of damper cooking filled the air, as the Bush Picnic began.
The people began to gather, 
The chatter grew, the damper was consumed and then the races began.
There was gum boot throwing and plain old running and even egg and spoon 
When this was done then lunch was on, all settled down for a feed.
They sat on the ground they sat in chairs while music filled the air.
A group called “Melaleuca” played much to the delight of all
The afternoon finished with a browse around the stalls to see what bargains abound.
The Archbishop said “Hi” and welcomed all to his home. 
It was plain to see that all had a good time. PETER lINN

Bush Picnic-Adelaide Style

13THE REAL AUSTRALIAN
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Watching the television or listening to the 

radio in sydney, it would seem that with 

all of the recent rain here in new south 

Wales and in queensland that the drought 

that has affected our land for so many 

years has come to an end. 

As I visit some of the Parishes in Western 

New South Wales that BCA are helping 

with the Religious Education Grants it is 

clear that a number of communities are 

still struggling. Around the Riverina water 

restrictions are still in force and the rain has 

been sorely lacking. Griffith was hit in early 

April with a dust storm rather than rain and 

much of the farm land surrounding it is red 

and dry. Driving through the south west 

plains around West Wyalong and Temora, 

the grasshoppers were thick through the 

air, plastering the car. Even where the rain 

has fallen close to the coast, there is still 

a great need. The rains we’ve been seeing 

need to extend further inland and continue 

regularly for some years to give many 

farmers and pastoralists a fighting chance 

in the long term. There is much that we 

have to be thankful for in the recent rains 

and the relief they bring and yet we still 

need to pray for many parts of our nation 

where the lack of rain continues to hurt 

communities and parishes along with a 

number of other issues this Real Australian 

is highlighting in a climate of change.

MIchaEl sTuaRT
Development Officer

Our country is in pain and our people 

are suffering.

The climate may be changing … but God 

never changes.

BCA is there amidst a climate of change 

– our Field Staff are there to bring God’s 

comfort and practical assistance 

AND - we are only able to do this 

because of the generosity of our 

Supporters who recognise that the earth 

is groaning, that people are in pain and 

desperately need to hear the gospel 

message. 

As our earth groans, as our climate 

changes, as people suffer … and search...

please support BCA as it continues to 

support those in our vast land who need 

the assurance that God loves them - and 

that there is more than fire, flood and 

drought.

Has the Drought broken?

fire…flood…drougHt

Farm near Griffith, NSW
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Jackie and Bill France

Thanks for the 
partnership  

The Murchison 
Parish

dear bca members,

I write on behalf of the Diocese of North 

West Australia to thank the BCA family for 

their amazing partnership in the Parish of 

the Murchison over the past fifty years; a 

partnership involving prayer, interest and 

financial support.

Fifty years is a very long time. We can only 

speculate about the numbers of people who 

have been ministered to by a succession of 

ministry couples who’ve cared for the Parish 

which is the size of Victoria and includes 

the towns of Mt. Magnet, Meekatharra, 

Yalgoo, Cue and Sandstone, as well as the 

Pastoral Stations in the district. 

At times there have also been keen 

Christian laypeople who have sacrificially 

served the Lord alongside the Parish 

Ministers with energy and enthusiasm.

People’s lives have been touched: some 

have become Christians, some have grown 

in Faith, many have left the district better 

equipped to serve the Lord elsewhere.

Our Diocese and BCA have jointly decided 

that with the departure of Archdeacon 

Bill and Jackie France in May, it is time to 

hand over ministry in the area to the Patrol 

ministries of the Presbyterian and Uniting 

Churches. The local gold mines have closed 

and the population has become quite small 

with only a handful of people attending 

Services and the “Mainly Music” outreach 

group’s members have all left town.

Like many others before them, Bill and 

Jackie France have served the Lord very 

faithfully during their term in this vast 

Parish. We thank God for them and 

wish them well as they look for new 

opportunities of serving elsewhere.

It’s the end of an era. Very reluctantly, we 

walk away from the Murchison. We in the 

Diocese greatly appreciate your partnership 

and commend those who remain in the 

Parish to your prayers.

Sincerely in Christ,

davId MulREady
Bishop, Diocese 
of North West 
Australia.
Editor: Both the 
Diocese and the 
Society would be 
willing to re engage in ministry in this area 
should there be renewed interest from the 
mining companies in the future.

Bishop David
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We started in qld visiting Winton. dennis 

and lois were charming hosts and while 

the ladies were occupied with domestic 

duties, the guys were asked to attach wire 

mesh under the eaves of the church to 

stop sparrows getting into the roof cavity. 

Working on 3 metre scaffolds in 38˚ heat 

only made the task more challenging.

At Gilgandra we met Rich and Julie, 

youth workers in the town. Julie had a 

plan to establish a vegetable garden as an 

outreach programme to make contact with 

ladies in her area. We set out to prepare 

and till the soil. After removing all the grass 

and digging the area with a rotary hoe, we 

asked the members of the congregation to 

help with their local knowledge of vegie 

growing after we moved on. This project 

showed us a practical way of putting the 

Parable of the Soil into action and we pray 

that both the soil and the contact with 

the ladies bore a good crop. As a finishing 

touch, Marion knitted Julie a tea cosy to 

use with the ladies for those much needed 

morning teas. During the week, we joined 

other members of the congregation at a 

local hotel. This hotel was being demolished 

and there was a working bee to clean bricks 

removed from the walls. The church was to 

receive half of all the bricks they cleaned 

which would then be used for renovations 

to their church building. A win, win for the 

church and the demolition team.

Richard and Danielle at Lightning Ridge 

were going on leave during the time of 

our visit but were able to leave a list of 

jobs for us to complete. Replacing runners 

on sliding doors, repairs to curtains, 

reticulation and gardening kept us busy for 

over a week. 

Hillston is not on one of the common 

tourist routes, so is a town that not too 

many people seem to visit. We arrived a 

few days after the minister and his family 

had left on transfer to Adelaide. Members 

of the congregation were concerned that 

Zig-zagging through the country Nomads on the move
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Zig-zagging through the country Nomads on the move

they would get forgotten by BCA but were 

pleased that we offered a presence they 

had not counted on. The empty rectory 

gave us an opportunity to go through to 

repair all the little things that seem to get 

overlooked such as loose screws, locks, light 

fittings, latches, taps etc. It was a pleasure 

to work in and clean-up the rose gardens 

and to drive the ride-on mower cutting 

a large area of lawn. We also managed a 

few jobs in the church hall with repairs to 

curtains, plumbing, fitting smoke alarms 

and repairing doors. It was our good 

fortune to be present when Don Wilson and 

the Tag-a-long Tour from Richmond and 

Kurrajong churches arrived on the last leg 

of their journey through the West Darling 

Parish and we felt privileged to be invited to 

join their activities. I feel the locals would 

have been overwhelmed with the vibrant 

enthusiasm of the younger members.

We returned to Port Hedland in WA to 

have Christmas with our family. 

Our local minister, Bill Ross, welcomed 

us with “You’re BCA Nomads now, have 

I got a list of jobs for you”. Marion was 

kept busy with her sewing skills making 

and mending. Gardening, clearing out the 

kitchen, scrubbing walls, general cleaning 

and vacuuming, repairs to lightning rods, 

letterbox, doors and locks also kept us busy 

for weeks.

Once back on the road, we returned to 

Broken Hill. Ron and Crystal had us involved 

cutting out and creating a nativity scene 

that they would be able to use on the porch 

of BCA House. It was very satisfying seeing 

the finished product after two weeks of 

cutting, sawing, pasting and painting.   

Our experiences with the Nomads 

have given us a special focus while we 

are travelling and going to all centres 

has encouraged us to visit towns that we 

may not have previously considered. At 

times we even feel our visits have given 

encouragement to those people who have 

committed to the Lord to work in the more 

isolated areas of our country.

Now we are back on the road again, 

we plan to continue our quest to visit as 

many centres as possible. Unfortunately we 

cannot predict where or when, but that will 

be another story.

Yours in Christ’s service

JohN aNd MaRIoN GEoGhEGaN
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Knowing how to change a fan 

belt on a toyota landcruiser 

wasn’t something ron Johnson 

had really put his mind to, let 

alone worry about.

In October 2004 Ron had taken 

up the position of BCA Field Staff 

member at Kununurra, in the far 

north of Western Australia.

Six months later, when 

the need for a new fan belt arose, Ron 

discovered that fan belt changing in a 

Cruiser wasn’t as simple as it was in his 

Toyota sedan. 

During a conversation with BCA Nomad, 

Frank Norton, from Tamworth in NSW, it 

turned out that the reason Ron had so 

much trouble fitting the spare belt from the 

toolbox was that it was a “generic” brand 

purchased by the former owner of the 

vehicle and it was never ever going to fit, 

no matter how hard he tried.

Frank immediately diagnosed the 

problem. 

Fortunately, Frank carries more spare 

parts than an auto wrecker does, and he 

set about showing Ron the correct way to 

change a belt in a Landcruiser.

Other names for a fan belt include vee 

belt, compressor belt, and alternator belt.

Frank said that the motorist who is 

considering a trip around Australia, and 

who is not technically minded, should 

consider a short TAFE course, which would 

pay dividends.

“Some modern-day vehicles can have up 

to three vee belts, and carrying a spare of 

each type is essential”, he said.

“A standard tool kit may not always 

have the necessary equipment to change a 

vee belt. Correct tools, such as socket and 

wrench, extensions, sockets, and an allen 

key or hex bit, may be important items in 

your tool kit”.

A month or so after Ron’s short training 

course, he had the need to drive to a 

meeting at Broome, ‘just a short 1020km 

drive’ down the Great Northern Highway.

“Somewhere on the way home, a fan 

belt decided to retire, but fortunately I had 

a spare, knew what to do, and I was on my 

way again in a very short time, thanks to 

Frank.”

BaRRy BlaIR 
More information on BCA Nomads may be 
found at:  http://www.bushchurchaid.com.
au/Nomads/nomads_brochure.pdf

Now there’s always a spare fan belt under 
the seat

Nomads
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‘SOUL Fitness’

feel good from the inside out

On the 10-11 March we took a massage 

table, beauty products, a foot spa and lots 

of towels to give the women of Blackwater 

a bit of pampering at the local women’s 

expo. Over two days as we pampered we 

were given opportunities for some fantastic 

conversations. One lady simply couldn’t 

comprehend this sort of Christian kindness. 

Many others we believe were able to see 

that we were here to serve the community 

in a special way. It was our official launch 

of ‘Healthy Soul Ministries’ and a great 

success on many levels. One of the main 

reasons for the pamper table was to discuss 

the ‘Soul Fitness’ concept.

We have discovered that many women 

move here with their husbands and become 

very isolated, stressed and depressed. For 

mums getting back in shape after the birth 

of your child can be a challenge. At the 

expo I spoke to a 16 year old who said 

many girls at school struggled with their 

body image and doing exercise. 

‘Soul Fitness’ is a healthy lifestyle 

program we are putting together that 

includes 30 min of exercises and 30 min 

of discussion forum and healthy lifestyle 

tips. It will be an evangelistic program 

and will aim to show the relevance that a 

relationship with Jesus has in being healthy 

from the inside out. We are excited about 

this and at this stage it looks like we will do 

2 to 3 classes a week for up to 10 people at 

a time. Please pray for the high school girls 

and mums that have indicated they would 

like to be a part of it. Please pray that God 

uses this vehicle to bring many to Christ.

sTuaRT & KaThERINE hayNEs
Blackwater Qld.

Katherine Haynes
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Buspa’s Corner
grandchild on your Knee

There is a special time of day, when 

young children are getting ready for bed, to 

sit with them, reading one of their favourite 

books or have a chat about the day’s events.

Two examples of this are in the Bible.

Exodus 48 captures the reunion of 

Joseph with his father. It relates the 

introduction of his two children Ephraim 

and Manasseh to their grandfather for his 

blessing (vs 11, 12). “Israel said to Joseph, 

‘I never expected to see your face again, 

and now God has allowed me to see your 

children too’. Then Joseph removed them 

from Israel’s knees and bowed down with 

his face to the ground.”

In the closing stages of the book of 

Ruth, we read that at birth “Naomi took 

the child (Obed), laid him in her lap and 

cared for him”. The women living there said, 

“Naomi has a son.” From calling herself 

Mara because the Almighty had made her 

life very bitter, we see the climax to this 

very human chain of events. The symbolic 

gesture of placing the baby on her knee was 

showing that Naomi was adopting Obed, 

hence maintaining the family lineage that 

was denied her with the death of her sons.

I have had the privilege of giving thanks 

for and dedicating the young lives of my 

four grandchildren to the Lord at the time 

of their birth. My daughter-in-law describes 

this as a part of their heritage of faith. 

If you have the privilege of sharing like 

this with your children or grandchildren 

be conscious of this very precious time, 

and send a prayer heavenward for God’s 

blessing on their special lives.

As I read the stories of Naomi and 

Joseph I see these people, in the twilight of 

their tumultuous lives, were able to realize 

the blessing of grandchildren. In his human 

despair, would Joseph have ever thought 

that such a thing were possible – from 

the pit, from slavery, from prison? In her 

anguish on the return to her village, would 

Naomi really have been able to hold on to 

any human hope about her natural desire 

for human fulfilment?

The Bible reflects a loving God’s dealings 

with His people. There is no hard and fast 

formula, and as I write I hesitate to suggest 

that perhaps you could read the story of 

Joseph or Naomi if you are in a similar 

poignant situation and claim that the 

working out in their lives could be reflected 

in your life. Yet there is a part of me that 

also needs to tell you that perhaps this is a 

pathway you could boldly follow.

You know what your heart’s desire is. 

Can I suggest that, with much submissive, 

honest and obedient prayer, you bring your 

personal circumstance before the Lord and 

ask that His Holy Spirit will reveal to you 

how you can appropriate this story to your 

situation. “Delight yourself in the Lord and 

He will give you the desires of your heart” 

Psalm 37:4
©JohN cRoNshaW

Buspa with his granddaughter Emmagen
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APOSS Turns One!

the anglican Parish of sunraysia south 

(aPoss) celebrated their first birthday on 

sunday 10th february, but as a church they 

had much more to celebrate than just a 

birthday.

Throughout their first year as a BCA 

parish, much has 

been achieved, with 

new people coming 

to church, increasing 

attendance rates by 

up to 60%. A regular 

Sunday School 

started with a wide 

age range of pre-

schoolers and primary school aged children. 

APOSS Angels (children’s choir) sang 

during the celebration service to show their 

skills after meeting each Friday afternoon 

for singing training and practice. They are 

becoming much more popular as they begin 

to perform at local Red Cliffs community 

events including Carols by Candlelight and 

the Australia Day Breakfast, both held at 

Barclay Square.

Little Ducks also began in the second 

half of 2007, a Friday morning fun packed 

program for mums and pre-schoolers. Little 

Ducks will be advertising and reaching out 

to the Red Cliffs community throughout 

2008.

A strong loving community is developing 

at APOSS, with people wanting to share 

their generosity with all who come along, 

especially over lunch each Sunday in the 

church hall.

One final 

celebration really 

helped the party 

along on Sunday, 

and that was having 

lunch at the newly 

purchased Rectory, 

which was dedicated 

by Bishop Andrew Curnow.

A lovely first birthday cake of the St. 

Mark’s church building was generously 

designed by a parishioner’s partner and 

proudly cut by the Parish Wardens, Rector, 

Bishop Andrew Curnow and Brian Roberts 

from Bush Church Aid at the lunch time 

celebration at the new Rectory. APOSS looks 

forward to what God has in store for their 

church community for the rest of 2008, 

and they are sure it will include many more 

celebrations.

RachEl BaRclay

Buspa with his granddaughter Emmagen

21

Celebrating one year Dale, Bishop Andrew & Rachel
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the highs of loW sunday

It was a week after Easter when the 

whole Church goes quiet that it happened. 

Greg Jones (RO for Vic/Tas) arrived on 

Kangaroo Island! And the difference 

between Greg and the 200,000 tourists we 

get every year is that he brought his wife 

Rhi with him – and his guitar and his amp 

and his mike and ….

When it was 

first proposed that 

Greg would join us 

on what was our 

5th Sunday Parish 

Service weekend, 

we puzzled over how best to use his 

talents. Should we have a concert perhaps? 

Where? When? Who else to involve? We 

eventually chose to book the Kingscote 

Town Hall for the Saturday evening. Our 

Parish Service was in Penneshaw, some 40 

mins drive from Kingscote, at 11 on Sunday 

morning, so we thought we could use him 

there too. We decided to complicate this 

by commissioning our new Parish Council 

at the same time. Our worship was to 

be followed by lunch together and then 

another concert in Penneshaw on the 

Sunday afternoon. All this was duly put in 

place.

Then other opportunities began to open 

up. The local Gym 

was having their 

1st birthday party 

on the Friday night. 

So we offered 

Greg’s talents 

as live music for 

the celebration. 

A great evening 

followed and this 

in turn led to a live 

interview on the 

local radio early 

on Saturday morning. The School Chaplains 

decided to schedule their School seminars 

for the Monday. As I had already committed 

myself to assisting them with PowerPoint 

production and projection, Greg came 

too, with his guitar. Four seminars in two 

schools. The first half of the day was at 

Parndana where BCA assists with the costs 

of providing the Chaplain with a grant. 

The second half was in Penneshaw where 

Greg Jones on KI

The Dudley Singers

Greg Jones
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we have only recently been able to provide 

chaplaincy ministry.

Of course, the scheduled events still 

took place. The Saturday concert was very 

well attended and Greg roped in a local 

musician (music teacher from the school) 

to play along with him. The results were 

terrific. We also had the joy of hearing the 

Dudley Singers, an a capella group, who 

sang brackets between Greg’s performances. 

In the Sunday concert, the interludes were 

provided by Andrew McComb, playing a 

selection of pieces on the church organ.

It was a wonderful weekend of music 

but great though that was, it was still only 

a means to an end. That end was to share 

the good news of Jesus with other people. 

This Greg was able to do with the sharing 

of his story along with his music. Over 

these few days many, many people were 

touched by the Gospel. Some had their 

existing faith encouraged and strengthened. 

Others will have been challenged to rethink 

theirs. Some may not yet realise they have 

been touched. All of us look forward to a 

repeat performance – perhaps in 2009?

MaRK EvaNs
THE REAL AUSTRALIAN

See the sights - experience 
BCA ministry – travel with 
like-minded people 

OUTBACK SA & NSW
August 14 days
Depart Adelaide for Port Augusta, Coober 
Pedy, Roxby Downs via Oodnadatta track, 
Leigh Creek, Arkaroola, Broken Hill, 
Menindee, Mildura, Hillston, Forbes and 
return to Sydney

TASMANIA IN THE SPRING
23 days ex Sydney with the option to join 
in Melbourne or Launceston. 

ADVANCE NOTICE FOR 2009

NORFOLK ISLAND 
Easter

CENTRAL AUSTRALIA 
July/August 

WEST COAST OF AUSTRALIA 
August/September

FAMILY SAFARI 
during NSW October school holidays

HOLY LAND OF ISRAEL 
October/November 

For information email:  
BCATours@bushchurchaid.com.au

tours 2008/09

The music brought smiles
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WElcoME
stuart, Kathy and christina haynes were 

welcomed by the Diocese of Rockhampton 

as they were commissioned to a new 

ministry at Blackwater in March. This 

ministry is a fresh expression geared 

towards the growing mining boom and 

resulting growth and influx of families in 

the area.

mark doyle joins 

BCA as a new 

co-worker. Mark is 

now the chaplain 

at Gulargambone 

High School. He is 

well known in the 

school, by local 

youth and the local Christian community.

WElcoME hoME
The Society welcomes back bill and 
Jackie france to Sydney who are finishing 

their ministry in the Murchison Parish in 

North-West Australia. Bill has also served 

as Archdeacon of the Midwest in the 

Diocese and in a number of other ways 

and they will be missed. As well as doing 

some deputation work for BCA Bill will 

commence duties as the Acting Head of 

Christian Studies at Arden Anglican School 

at Beecroft.

FaREWEll
Philip and Kathy Knife are concluding their 

time as the honorary WA Regional Officers 

in June. Their commitment to this role over 

the last five years has been exceptional 

and the WA Region and BCA have been 

richly blessed by their efforts. BCA will, 

upon their retirement, look at developing 

and strengthening the WA Regional Officer 

position into a fuller and more dedicated 

position following on from their efforts and 

the growth seen in Western Australia.

NEW PRoJEcTs
BCA is presently looking at candidates for 

two of three ministries in Tasmania to be 

overseen by bishop ross nicholson.

arthur tanner has started a programme as 

the Chaplain on the South Australia School 

of the Air and BCA has assisted him in this 
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Philip and Kathy Knife

Jackie and Bill France

Haynes Commissioning

Mark Doyle



wonderful opportunity by purchasing a 

laptop computer and wireless plan.

vacaNcIEs
The Society is still looking for a field staff 

member with nursing qualifications for 

Kormilda College in Darwin. Please pray for 

God’s provision for this ministry.

valE
Our heartfelt condolences, love and prayers 

go out to ray ctercteko and his family as 

they grieve the loss of his wife Joy. ray 

served the Society as a committee member 

from the seventies then as Honorary 

Treasurer for many years in the eighties 

and nineties and as Vice President in the 

nineties. Joy was a member of the NSW 

BCA Auxiliary for a number of years.

We note also the passing of lily 

livingstone and extend our love and 

sympathy to her family. Lily served with her 

husband David at Wilcannia and Streaky 

Bay from 1938 to 1946. David then became 

NSW Secretary for BCA and later assistant 

organising missioner. David passed away in 

1990.

Pray for Jenny gaulton (Karratha) and 

her family. Jenny’s mother, Edna Owen, 

passed away on 18th April in Sydney. 

MovEs & uPdaTEs
Joy sandefur has recently returned from 

the UK having spoken at the Oxford Round 

table in March about the use of indigenous 

languages. This was a remarkable 

opportunity for Joy and a chance to place 

BCA on the world stage.

bob and sue Witten are finishing in 

Tasmania in June. After a period of long 

service leave they will be serving in Winton, 

Queensland, for the next couple of years.

ron and crystal spindler will be ordained 

priests for the Diocese of Riverina by Bishop 

Doug Stevens on 14th June, 2008.
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Arthur Tanner

Jackie and Bill France

Joy Sandefur

Bob and Sue Witten

Ron and Crystal Spindler
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life on the land in australia is changing 

but one thing that is not changing is 

the great difference between good and 

bad seasons. our quote from the real 

australian of november 1926 describes 

something of this difference.

“The wilderness and the solitary place shall 

be glad for them, and the desert shall 

rejoice and blossom as the rose”. So sang 

the prophet and patriot, Isaiah, over two 

thousand years ago. Some of us have seen 

a literal illustration of it. Only a few weeks 

ago we were coming down the track which 

leads into White Cliffs. We had often seen it 

dry and barren.

Shifting heavy sand would bespread our 

path. The mulga dotting the landscape 

would look hungry and despairing. Nothing 

would there be to please the eye – not 

even the atmosphere quivering in the heat 

or the distant mirage showing its mockery 

of lakes and islands and trees. Hopeless 

and desert like did it appear. But this time 

how marvellous the change! God had 

unrolled a carpet of wonderful colour and 

patterns before our eyes. There was the 

rich deep purple of the Darling pea, the 

yellow splashes of the wild buttercups, the 

touch of white from a tiny daisy. The carpet 

stretched away in acres with all its blaze of 

light and glory that sang to the praise and 

the thanksgiving of a God who had sent 

copious rains.

As we reflected we could not help but 

remember that through the seasons 

which had been so dry and unfaithful, 

innumerable tiny seeds had remained buried 

in the loose sand. Heaven at last smiled 

with showers, and the wilderness was glad 

and the desert rejoiced and blossomed as 

the rose.

For nearly ninety years BCA has sought to 

provide a spiritual and practical ministry 

in all parts of Australia and under all 

conditions of life. Pray that this ministry 

under God’s guidance, will continue to meet 

the needs of those working the land in all 

its current changes and difficulties and 

pray also that “the desert will rejoice and 

blossom as the rose” for those still suffering 

from drought.

clEM KIRKBy
Honorary Archivist

WINTER 2008
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The Bush Church Aid Society of Australia in partnership with the Diocese of NWA has 

an opportunity at Wickham and the surrounding communities. This position has good 

gospel outreach possibilities and will also seek to re-establish and develop a ministry to 

visiting seafarers. Ongoing support and fellowship is only 30 minutes away at Karratha. 

BCA is a mission focused agency with a good pastoral care track record.

For further details contact:

Brian Roberts - National Director 

The Bush Church Aid Society of Australia

Level 7, 37 York Street, Sydney 2000

Phone : 02 9262 5017 Email : brian@bushchurchaid.com.au
MovING oN WITh MIssIoN To ThE PEoPlE oF ausTRalIa sINcE 1836

www.bushchurchaid.com.au

mission minded PeoPle only

Over the years our Supporter Morning Teas have been well-attended. We now 
want to extend that opportunity to those workers in the Sydney CBD

LUNCH witH bCa
1ST TueSDay Of eaCh MOnTh 1-2pM in The BCa BOarDrOOM 

LeveL 7, 37 yOrk STreeT, SyDney
bYO LUNCH - tea & COffee wiLL be sUppLied

Come and meet with like-minded people and be updated on the latest BCa news. 
Meet field Staff when they are on home leave

enquirieS TO vika (nSW/aCT regiOnaL OffiCe) 9262 5017  
or email vika@bushchurchaid.com.auv

Join us on the beautiful Sunshine Coast for a great weekend 
of fellowship. Alexandra Park Conference Centre Mari St, 

Alexandra Headlands QLD 4572 

Fri 3 October - Mon 6 October, 2008 
Inspiring Bible teaching and exciting reports of what God is 
doing around Australia through BCA.

Real Australia Weekend

Guest Speaker 
Brian Roberts

Contact Marj on 07 3349 9081 or email marj@bushchurchaid.com.au
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 cards

bca 009 Real Australia Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70

bca 011 Bygone Days Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70

 music   

bca 223 A Very Very Very Big God Emu $16.95

bca 219 Meet the King Emu $16.95

bca 205 Outrageous Praise 2 CD set $33.00

bca 206 Outrageous Praise Songbook $16.50

bca 222 We are His People Emu $19.95

bca 207 You Alone–Emu Live Emu $19.95

bca 210 10,9,8 God is Great Buchanan $24.95

bca 221 Jesus Rocks the World Buchanan $24.95

bca 224 Sing 2 Jesus Sandra Marscham $20.00

bca 226 Moving Devotions with Buspa Dreamswork $25.00

bca 231 “J is for Jesus” Karen Pang $19.95

bca 232 Living On The Inside Greg Jones $30.00

 booKs

bca 108 Bush Preacher Bites the Dust Kerry Medway $14.95

bca 117 Desperate Kerry Medway $14.95

bca 103 Bush Parson Leon Morris $10.00

bca 101 The Meaning of Life Jeanette Fogarty $12.00

bca 111 Fox Tales from Far Flung Places Barbara Fox $16.50

bca 106 There are Flowers in the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00

gift catalogue
francy the fearful firefly by  
Jen anderson
Childhood anxiety is one of this 
generation’s growing problems. 
Francy the Fearful Firefly is 
designed to open up the lines 
of communication between 
children and their parents, 
teachers and grandparents 
about fear and trust in God.

bca 130 $14.95

the real australian
liVing on the inside 
With greg Jones – cd 
Greg, our Victorian Regional 
Officer, has loved jazz, blues 
and folk music for many 
years. His own style has 
been influenced by these 
and his songs express the 
joy of knowing God through 
Jesus. 
bca 232 $30.00

“bring on the day” 
Garage Hymnal is a collaboration of Christian 
Songwriters and musicians seeking to serve the church 
with music. Their latest album is Bring on the Day, 

neW!

neW!
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 booKs 

bca 107 After the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 104 Unequally Yoked Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 112 The Last Lessons Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 114 Set of 4 Audrey Aspeling Books Save $10.00 $49.95

bca 124 Handprints of the Creator Peter Nicholls $9.95

bca 120  Credible Witness Darren Cronshaw $25.00

bca 127  Teenage Bushranger  Kerry Medway $19.95

bca 130 Francy The Fearful Butterfly Jen Anderson $14.95

 childrens booKs

bca 102 Jungle Doctor Comic Books–set of 12 Dr Paul White $15.00

 self helP & educational

bca 125 Tibby Briar–Her Story Phyllis Collie $4.00

bca 123 Good Grief–Bad Time Terrence C.T. Tung-Yep $18.00

bca 116 Faith & New Frontiers Brian Underwood $22.00

bca 122 Aboriginal Stereotypes Alan Rogers $8.00

bca 121 White Fella Culture A must for Nomads $8.00

 gift ideas

bca 010 BCA Tie  $25.00

bca 012 BCA Pewter Key Ring  $5.00

bca 013 BCA Teatowel  $8.00

bca 014 BCA Goldtone Pen (refillable) $7.50

bca 126 Heart Beat Prayer Cards set of 5  $5.50

“bygone days” greeting cards
Post Office preferred size. Single pack of 6 different 
cards with envelopes (includes 3 sepia)

bca 011  Pack of 6 cards with envelopes $7.70

which explores the Christian 
response to suffering in a fallen 
world.  
See www.garagehymnal.com

bca 229 garage hymnal 

$24.95

“colin’s faVourites Plus!  
liVe in sydney 2000”
Includes 17 classic video clips 
from Jesus Rocks the World; 
King of Christmas; 10,9.8 God is 
Great and others  
bca 227 dVd “colin’s 
favourites plus!  
live in sydney 2000”  $19.95
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bca code descriPtion quantity $ total

suB-ToTal

Plus Postage and handling charges–$5.50 per order

ToTal

my cheque/money order is attached for  

Please debit my:

 Bankcard Mastercard Visacard American Express

      expires on

Name on credit card Signature

 

 $

 $

Please complete this merchandise order form
Your gift buying helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address       

     postcode

email     telephone

Supporter No. (if available)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask that you include $5.50 per 
delivery address. We can also include a gift card should you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

real australian gift order form
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i would like to receive: 

i would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order        Credit card–please complete details below

 Bankcard  Mastercard  Visacard  American Express

Name on credit card ________________________________________________

Credit card No

Expires on _________ Signature ______________________________________

Personal details 
Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address

  postcode

email  telephone

Supporter No. (if available)  

response form

  the real australian magazine & 
Prayer notes

 the real australian magazine
  a money box for my donations

  Information about how I can 
support bca through my Will

  Information on how I can  
donate shares to bca

i would like to support ministry in one of the following three ways: 

2. i wish to make a regular donation  

 Monthly  Quarterly  6 Monthly  Annually 

 By Direct Debit from my account From my credit card 

An authorisation form will be sent to you for completion

3. Donations can be made directly to our bank account using your Supporter number 
as a reference (or for anonymous donations–the reference ANON followed by the first 
letter of your State). 
Our Bank details are : Westpac bsb 032 008  account 000706

$1. my donation of                         to bca’s ministry–general funds
 Please tick here if you need your donation to be placed in a DGR fund
 (Tax deductible–Kirkby Trust; Medical; Outback Education; BCA’s preference)
 My merchandise Order form is attached 
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